
If associate and undergraduate programs are evaluated together, the thirty-two percent of students in these 
programs are in the Category D universities. Similarly, if Master's and doctoral programs are evaluated together, 
approximately forty percent of students studies at Category-A universities.  Figure 4 presents the change in 
student numbers of six separate categories according to program levels for 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013. The most 
striking result in this figure is the decrease in the number of doctoral students in the Category-A universities 
depending on time.  
 

 
Figure 4. Change of on the ratios of student numbers on the basis of university categories and programs. 
 
Conclusions 
The Turkish higher education system has experienced a serious expansion (massization) process since the end of 
the 2000s. The number of students at public universities increased by an average of 38% in the four years that this 
study was conducted. It is known that this rate increased much faster in the following years. Today, the number of 
students in the higher education system in our country has exceeded 7.5 million. This process of expansion has 
reduced the quality of teaching, and due to some external factors that occurred later, the educational structure of 
higher education institutions has been disrupted. In other words, the transformation envisaged in the strategic plan 
for the universities has not been achieved. For this purpose, it should take some new measures. In particular, some 
departments opened during the expansion process should be closed and the system should be normalized and the 
number of faculty members should be increased rapidly without compromising quality. The A-Category 
universities can be provided to appeal to master's and doctoral students in their entirety in order to train faculty 
members and increase the country's scientific culture. The associate degree programs should be re-recognized and 
removed from the higher education system and managed by a separate institutional structure. In this way, the real 
situation of higher education institutions across the country can be analyzed much better. 
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